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July 7, 2015
Dear Parent(s) or Guardian, 

Welcome to the 2015-2016 school year!  My name is Jen Hodshon, and this is my first year at West Lake Middle School.  I am thrilled to be a Wildcat! Most importantly, I am very excited and honored for the opportunity to teach your student this year.  My hope is that your student discovers a love for reading and a passion for learning. I remember middle school being the years that sparked a fire for lifelong learning within me, and I hope to do the same for your scholar. 
 I graduated from the University of South Carolina with a degree in education, and there is nothing more that I love than being a Gamecock. Outside of school you can find me running, watching football or trying a new recipe. Teaching is my greatest passion in life, and I cannot wait to share this with your students. 
In order to create a positive learning environment and have a successful school year, I ask that all students become determined learners and hold respect for themselves, the school and myself. I firmly believe that these characteristics will carry your student through middle and high school. There will be responsibilities placed upon your student every day when s/he enters my classroom:
Be a person of character.
Be in their seat when the bell rings and work on your “Warm-Up” question.
Be prepared for class (includes having materials and having assignments ready to turn in).

Do not let challenges get in the way of your learning 

Be an active participant.  

Students should be familiar with school policy and rules. Please reference these if there is ever a question. Please take time to look over the attached form.  As the student’s first homework assignment, they must return the ELA Form by Friday. Thank you in advance!
Moving from elementary to middle school is a big transition for both students and parents. In order to provide the most support for your student, I try to provide parents with the most communication possible. I will also be sending out a weekly parent newsletter to keep you informed about how your students are doing and what is coming up next in the class. I will add each of you to this email list as soon as I receive your contact information. I have a class website where you and your student can visit this page for homework assignments, rubrics, and other class news. This year I am also setting up a “Remind” class, where I can send highly important information via text to parents and students that opt in. You can also safely ask me questions through texts or the app. To sign up all you need to do is text 81010 and send the message @hodshon15 Please allow me time to respond, as my first priority is teaching your student in the classroom and I will respond to them as quickly as I can. 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns you may have.  I look forward to a great year with your student.   

Thank you, 

Jen Hodshon

jhodshon@wcpss.net 
http://mshscholars14.weebly.com 
Ms. Hodshon – 6th Grade ELA
Student Name: ________________________________________________________________  Block:_________________________________________
Supplies: By Friday, July 10th your student needs the following materials for ELA.
· A 1 and ½ inch binder 

· 5 Tabs

· Loose Leaf Paper

· 2 Composition Books (Please encourage your child to use magazines, pictures, clip art to decorate their notebooks)

· Pencils

· Red Pens

· 1 pack of index cards

· Novels will be purchased during the year, I will let you know in advanced 

Homework: 

· One of my goals is to foster a habit of independent reading in the students so that they become lifelong learners. Your student is expected to read an average of 20 minutes a night as homework for my class. In order to show me that they have been reading, they will be required to complete four book reports a quarter for a quiz grade. A parent signature and teacher conference will be expected to complete the book report. A rubric will follow when they are assigned. 
· Students will have homework assignments due throughout the week. I will not assign homework on Fridays, I expect children to be children and enjoy the weekends. The student is expected to copy down assignments when they walk into class, and have the assignments with their due date in their agenda. 
· For absences of one to three days, the student will have one day for each day absent. For absences exceeding three days, the student may have two days for each day absent to make up work. Teachers should use discretion and may make exceptions in the case of students whose excused absences were not planned in advance, were beyond the student’s control, and the nature of which would not support make-up the day of return. There is no academic penalty for make-up work completed in the timeframe stated above. All assignments are graded for full credit earned.

· Late work is defined as any work that was not turned in during the class period on the day it was due. Any work turned in late be accepted up to one day past its due date for full credit. There will be a behavioral consequence for late work.

· My classroom will be open during SMART block for extra enrichment or academic support if needed. Please encourage your student to attend these sessions if they are struggling with any topic or if they want to learn more. 

Please cut off and return to Ms. H by Friday July 10th : 

Student Name: _____________________________________________________________  Block:_________________________________________

Parent Email: ___________________________________________________

· I have signed up for Remind Texts for Ms. H’s class 

· I have read the supply list and my student will have the materials by Friday. 

· I have read the HW policy and agree to support my student with these assignments. 

Parent Signature: _______________________________________________________

If there is anything else you would like me to know about your student, please add additional comments on the back of this page.
